
SHORTCUTS
BRUSHES PHOTOSHOP CC 2020  
Keyboard Modifiers
KEYBOARD SHORTCUT 
MAC

KEYBOARD SHORTCUT 
PC

OPTION ALT

COMMAND CONTROL

CONTROL CONTROL

SHIFT  SHIFT
 
Brush Tools

KEYBOARD SHORTCUT TASK PERFORMED

B Selects Brush Tool

SHIFT + B Cycles through the four  
Brush Tools

CAPS LOCK Renders the Brush Tool as a 
Precise Cursor

] Increases Brush size

[ Decreases Brush size

SHIFT + ] Increases Brush Hardness

SHIFT + [ Decreases Brush Hardness

OPTION Switches the cursor to the Eye 
Dropper to sample colors

CONTROL + OPTION Brings up the brush size, 
hardness and opacity visually

 
Brush Tool Shortcuts

KEYBOARD SHORTCUT TASK PERFORMED

. (PERIOD) Cycles through the brushes 
top to bottom

, (COMMA) Cycles through the brushes 
bottom to top

SHIFT + . Goes to the FIRST brush in the 
Panel

SHIFT + , Goes to the LAST brush in the 
Panel

 
Setting the Brush tool Opacity

KEYBOARD SHORTCUT TASK PERFORMED

4, 5, 6... (USE NUMBER PAD) Sets brush opacity to 40%, 
50%, 60%...

SHIFT + NUMBER PAD Sets the brush flow rate

Bring up the Brush Panel

KEYBOARD SHORTCUT TASK PERFORMED

RIGHT + CLICK Brings up the Brush Panel 
when the Brush tool is 
selected

RETURN Closes the Brush Panel 

 
Painting Techniques

KEYBOARD SHORTCUT TASK PERFORMED

SHIFT + CLICK Paints in a straight line 
connecting the dots

OPTION + CLICK Samples the color that you 
want to paint with

Fill Techniques

KEYBOARD SHORTCUT TASK PERFORMED

OPTION + DELETE Fills the layer or selected area 
with the foreground color

COMMAND + DELETE Fills the layer or selected area 
with the background color

SHIFT + F5 Brings up the Fill dialog box

SHIFT + DELETE Brings up the Fill dialog box

X Switches the Foreground and 
the Background Colors

D Changes the colors back to the 
default Black and White

Brush Blending Modes

KEYBOARD SHORTCUT TASK PERFORMED

SHIFT + +(PLUS) Cycles through Brush Blending 
Modes from top to bottom

SHIFT + - (MINUS) Cycles through Brush Blending 
Modes from bottom to top


